








Mariam Duishvili, 24, Duisi

As I opened the door to the hallway of my office, looking for the next respondent, I saw Mariam 
Duishvili, who had arrived an hour early. Our first words made me sense how much of a responsi­
bility she felt to do well in this interview. Her style of communication - brief, clear, direct and infor­
mative - was quite impressive. 

·1 have lived in Duisi my whole life; she begins. "I moved to Rustavi six years ago. I
graduated from Tbilisi State University. I studied the humanities, specifically the 

English language.· 

After a 1 a -second silence, she nosta�ically goes on to revisit the fun 
and happy days of her childhood. It was a different time, a time 

without social media and the Internet. I would hang out with my 
friends in the yard, play different games, be in touch with 

nature. It felt more alive: 

Mariam enjoyed learning from the very beginning. She 
was an excellent student in school, and she deaicated a 
lot of time towards self-directed learning and hyperfo­
cusing on different subjects, especially languages. In 
her free time, she likes to write and spends a lot of 
time practicing. She also adores communication 
sciences and always pursues the art of conversa­
tion with people, especially her closest friends. 

"During my student years, I worked as a tourist 
guide, which helped me practice languages. I liked 
meeting and learning about people from various 
cultures. As a local, I used to show them around 
the cities and give them information about the 
various sights. Exchanging information with people 
from all over the world helped me widen my 
impressions of different cultures. They learned 
from me, but I learned from them too, she reflects. 

Even though she gained a lot of experience and 
knowledge as a tourist guide, she always knew she 

had different, more profound and creative goals in life. 

"After graduating, I went back to my hometown. I had a 
couple of job offers. However, I wanted to start something 

of my own. My friend and I were thinking about creative 
ideas we could J)Ursue together. Then my friend found out 

about the project from social media. After reading the terms and 
conditions of the training course 'How to Start up a Business· [part 

of the project implemented by UN Women in partnership with 
UN HCR, grant component administered by the Georgian Farmers' Asso­

ciation), we thought it was the perfect fit for us. At first, we did not know 
there was a funding opportunity; we only knew about the training sessions. 

After we found out there was a chance to get financial support, we became even 
more motivated. We knew we had to take this opportunity.· 

Like many other enthusiastic, motivated women in Georgia, Mariam could not afford starting a 
business without having enough practical knowledge or financial support. Therefore, the combina­
tion of the course and funding was a godsend for her. 

"We started our business at my friend's place in Akhmeta; Mariam recalls. "Even though we had 
space, we did not have the necessary equipment. The financial aid helped us buy what we needed 
to open our pizza restaurant, which we named 'Friends'. We bought a fridge, a gas stove, a blender 

and small tables and chairs.· 

Mariam's and her friend's drive for progress is vividly visible from their quick action to get started. 
"We started our business the day after we got the funding. We worked very hard for the first month, 
and we received good feedback thanks to our initiative. The second month, unfortunately, coincid­
ed with the fasting period, so we did not succeed as much. However, we are slowly progressing. At 
first, we did not offer dine-in space at the restaurant. We just had a delivery service, which fell 
through due to logistical issues, but we are planning to revive that. As I mentioned before, we 
bougl\t a couple of tables and chairs, so we are now able to offer service at the location. Whoever 
is wming to enjoy the place is welcome to eat there: 

These young women with vision have very precise, well-thought-out future plans that include 
strengthening the delivery service and finding a separate place for the restaurant. Mariam and her 
friend are intensely researching more funding sources and other opportunities for the development 
of their business. 

Mariam reflects on what she has learned. 'The most important lesson I remember from the train­
ing sessions is that a huge amount of seed capital is not absolutely necessary for a start-up. One 
can perfectly manage to start a business with a small amount of money. The crucial factor is 
having a clear, concise business plan of how the business will be focused on the needs of consum­
ers. One has to identify what the business produces and to whom it offers the service. Apart from 
knowledge about how to start up a business, the training sessions gave me more self-confidence. I 
had irrational fears, insecurities and questions. However, the training sessions made me believe in 
my abilities and capacities. It made me believe that I would be able to succeed, as long as I had 
faith in myself." 

















Nino Toronjadze, 48, Samtredia

Nino Toronjadze was born and raised in Samtredia, where she graduated from middle school. She 
clearly remembers her first day of school, and when asked if she liked it, little Nino answered, 'Yes, 
I want to become a teacher.· 

She did end up becoming a teacher. She had other ideas of how her life might turn out; she was 
thinking of pursuing medicine, music or another field, but pedagogy won. She enrolled 

at the 
Gorlivka state Pedagogical Inst

i

tute of Foreign Languages, so the whole 
family moved to live in Ukraine. 

Nino points out the differences between Ukraine and Georgia quite 
poetically. "Georgia has a different smell and taste. Throughout 

my years of living away from my homeland, I missed the spe­
cific smell of Georgia.· 

Nino worked as a linguist in Ukraine. She opened two 
Georgian schools in Donetsk. running them over the 
weekends at the Georgian Embassy. She taught the 
Georgian language to a variety of people between the 
ages of 5 and 65. After a difficult number of years 
missing her homeland, Nino returned to Georgia, 
where she had to start a new life from scratch. 

"It took me a year, after moving back, to mentally 
readlust: she admits. ·1 was a person with a 
full-time job back in Ukraine, and now I had noth­
ing. 1 started by teaching Russian to one student. 
Slowly, the number of students increased, and I 
now teach Russian, English and French. After 
searching for both financial and moral support for 
a long time, I heard about the training course 'How 
to start up a Business' [part of the project imple­
mented by UN Women in partnership with UNHCR, 

grant component administered by the Georgian 
Farmers· Association) and decided to apply. I have 

never needed a business mindset before now; I have 
always been in fields related to culture and education, 

but life has come to a point where I need to know how 
to do business.' 

Nino, as a true educator, cares about how her students keep 
up with developments in today's world. She wants to make 

sure her students have access to the tools necessary for study­
ing and maximizing their results. 

·1 am tired of making my students write on paper. I have been using the
computer and the Internet since 1997. We can't allow children in the twen­

ty-first century to use paper. Therefore, with the financial support I got from, I 
bought chairs, a board, a projector. a printer and a laptop.' 

The language center that Nino wants to establish in Samtredia will be called "Hope". Her space can 
handle 25 students now, but she plans to find a larger place so she can take on more students. She 
hopes to inspire her students the same way this project inspired her. 
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